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ATTAGIRLS  
Film, Book & Pilot Scholarship Encourages 

Young Women to Consider an Aviation Career 
 

Created by Aetheris Films, the ‘Attagirls’ film producer and book publisher 

 

 
Female aviators at various stages of their careers. Photography by Create the Image. Hi-res / non-cropped version available. 
 

A multi-faceted initiative is moving forward to encourage young women to consider a career 

in aviation and particularly as a pilot. Attagirls includes a published novel, a feature film and 

the Attagirls Molly Rose Pilot Scholarship, all of which were inspired by Molly Rose (neé 

Marshall), the heroine aviatrix of the Air Transport Auxiliary (‘ATA’) during World War II. 

Attagirls was created by film producer Paul Olavesen-Stabb who wrote the novel and is now 

looking for production partners for the feature film. 

Applications for the fully funded Attagirls Molly Rose Pilot Scholarship will open on 1st 

June 2023 and will, for the second time, award full Private Pilot’s Licence (PPL) training to 



 

 

an individual who has demonstrated an interest in flying as a career. The successful recipient 

will obtain her flying training with the Marshall of Cambridge owned Cambridge Aero Club, 

which was founded as the Marshall Flying School in 1929 by Molly Rose’s father David 

Marshall. The 2021 scholarship was awarded to 17-year-old Air Cadet Georgia Pescod from 

Cambridge. After achieving her Private Pilot’s Licence last summer, Georgia will start training 

for her commercial licence in November. 

According to The International Society of Women Airline Pilots (ISWAP) published in 
2020, only around 5-6% of pilots in the industry (globally) are female. The British 
Women Pilots’ Association (BWPA) have confirmed that around 6% of pilots in the UK 
are female. 

Paul Olavesen-Stabb of Aetheris Films commented: “The Attagirls feature film, book and 

scholarship will hopefully encourage young women everywhere to consider a career in 

aviation. The scholarship is synonymous with Molly’s story as she was not afraid to embrace 

opportunities that during her time were exclusive to men. Molly was an apprentice engineer 

at her father’s company Marshall of Cambridge and thereafter a pilot, and at a time when it 

was extremely rare for women to take on such roles. The mantra of Attagirls is one of ‘courage 

under pressure’ - a message for young women to have the courage to embrace an 

opportunity despite its challenges - the challenges in aviation being an arena which is 

predominantly male oriented. 

Paul added: "We are extremely grateful to our sponsors: Marshall of Cambridge, Cambridge 

Aero Club, Molly’s three sons Graham, Gregory and Nigel, together with the British Women 

Pilots’ Association (BWPA) together with a personal donation from Philip Meeson, the 

Executive Chairman of Jet2. We are also grateful to The RAF Club in London for their help 

throughout the project”. 

Kathy Jenkins, Marshall CEO comments “Naturally Molly Rose holds a very special place 

in the Marshall family and company history, and we are delighted to able to support the 

scholarship for a second consecutive year.  When you consider just how relatively few 

women find a pathway into aviation, and particularly as pilots, it is clear that initiatives such 

as the Molly Rose Scholarship have an important role to play in helping attract more young, 

female talent into our industry.” 

Group Captain Terry Holloway, Managing Director of the Cambridge Aero Club said: As 

well as teaching Molly Rose fly in the 1930s, the Cambridge Aero Club also taught a local 



 

 

Cambridge woman,  Richarda ‘Dikki” Morrow-Tait  to fly in 1946, and she went on, in 1948, 

to be the first woman to fly around the world, starting and ending her journey at Cambridge 

Airport. The Cambridge Aero Club is both proud and delighted to be associated with the Molly 

Rose flying scholarship once again, and we look forward to providing flying training to the 

successful winner of the scholarship. 

Sharon Nicholson FRAeS, BWPA Chairwoman commented: "It has been a pleasure 

working with Paul and the team at Aetheris, to represent the British Women Pilots' 

Association as sponsors of the Attagirls Molly Rose Pilot Scholarship and as part of the 

selection panel. Every so often someone special deserves a helping hand towards a 

potentially life-changing experience while enjoying the support of the BWPA membership. 

The first AMRPS winner successfully completed her PPL last year and we look forward to 

seeing this happen again. As an Association now in our 68th year our aim is to continue 

inspiring and supporting women in all areas of aviation." 

Graham Rose, the eldest son of Molly Rose commented: “My late mother would be smiling 

down and thrilled with the setting up of the Attagirls Molly Rose Pilot Scholarship. She had 

always hoped that more women would be in the air – both in the military and commercial 

airlines. My brothers and I remember the 

photograph of her in Air Transport 

Auxiliary (ATA) uniform sitting proudly and 

prominently in our father’s dressing room. 

She would not often talk of her time in 

ATA delivering planes from factories to 

the RAF during WW2. It was only in later 

life she would tell the tales and did so very 

modestly in common with her female ATA 

colleagues”.          Molly Rose’s three sons (left to right), Nigel, Graham and Gregory Rose 

 

Graham added: “We are thrilled with the prospect of a film based on our mother’s life in 

ATA and delighted that Paul Fowler and his team at Enstone named one of their Spitfires 

after her. We are pleased to support Paul Olavesen-Stabb’s initiative of The Molly Rose 

Pilot Scholarship. Last year’s successful candidate, Georgia Pescod, excelled and we look 

forward to many applicants for the 2023/4 initiative.” 

 



 

 

NOTES: 

• Molly Rose was born in Cambridge on 26th November 1920 
and died on 16th October 2016. See her Wikipedia entry. 

• Applications open on 1st June 2023. Aetheris website 
       (Photo – Molly Rose) 

ALL MEDIA ENQUIRES: 

Paul Olavesen-Stabb - Aetheris Films 
paul@aetheris.co.uk   +44 (0) 7711 086227 

 
Paul Olavesen-Stabb 
 
Paul was born in England and is a film producer, writer and partner at 
Aetheris Films and Aetheris Publishing. Paul is the author of the book 
and producer of the feature film Attagirls.  
 

Paul started his production career as the founder of Bahama Locations, 
a Caribbean-based agency for location management and reduction of 
production budget lines via contras. He was thereafter co-founder and 
Executive Producer at Ritz Entertainment in L.A.  
 

He has over 20 years of experience as an Executive Producer / Director 
with a career spanning the UK, Norway, USA and Caribbean. He is 
finance focused and holds a double Masters Degree in Business (MBA 
hons) from ESCP-EAP, Paris - one of Europe's leading business 
schools.  IMDB Bio 

 

   
 
Marshall is an independent UK company with a diverse portfolio of businesses and a 
shared commitment to keeping our customers moving forward. 
  
Whether that’s supporting global armed forces to deliver mission-critical activities, keeping 
the UK distribution industry on the road, creating new, sustainable communities where 
people can live and thrive, or developing the next generations of industry talent – we are 
incredibly proud to have been building extraordinary futures since 1909.   Headquartered in 
Cambridge, we currently employ around 2000 people across locations in the UK, Northern 
Europe, North America and the UAE.   
 
For further information, please contact:  Sarah Oakes, Head of Marketing & Communication, 
Marshall, 07467941586. 
 
https://www.marshallgroup.co.uk/  
 
 
 



 

 

Cambridge Aero Club 
 

 
 
The Cambridge Aero Club is one of the longest established flight training schools in the world 
and has been training pilots for more than ninety years. Today CAC operates a fleet of three 
“newly modernised” 152 training aircraft, two Cessna 172 touring and training aircraft, one 
Cessna 182 and one Extra 200 aerobatic training aeroplane. 
 
https://cambridgeaeroclub.com/  
 

 

Top Photo: Pilots by a Lear Jet 40 (left to right): 
 

1. Philippa McIntosh 

2. Carmen Gardien 

3. Francesca Scriven - Aircraft engineer 

4. Mercedes Arijon – Flying Cessnas 152’s from Andrewsfield and volunteers at Duxford 

5. Jessica De Melo (in doorway) - Commercial pilot flying the King Air B200, 200GT & 260. Started 
flight training at 14 years old and obtained her PPL at 17 years old. 

6. Maya Komolafe - Currently working on her BWPA easy PPL ground school scholarship 

7. Amina Abdul Waheed – Training for her PPL 

8. Agnieszka Balzowska – Achieved her PPL in 2021 

9. Kayleigh Jane Kirk – Training for her PPL 

10. Amanda Harrison – Commercial pilot and flight instructor 

11. Samantha Blackwell-Heard - Trained in 2009 on a TB10 and flies mainly PA28s 

12. Sharon Nicholson, BWPA Chairwoman – Ex corporate jet Training Captain, Flight Instructor - ATPL - 
(various types) 

13. Natasha Rowson - Just started flying lessons in a Piper PA-28 
 

 
  


